Basketball Coaching 401: 

Advanced Tactics and Techniques for Successful Coaching

Course Syllabus
This course is broken down into several components of study/analysis:

1. Text readings from Multiple Offenses and Defenses by Dean Smith;

2. Various video supplements (Instructional and Coaches Interviews);

3. Internet research; and

4. Personal reflection on your own coaching philosophy and style.

Text:  Smith, Dean (1999).  Multiple Offense and Defense. San Francisco, CA: Addison Wesley.  

Video:  The video presentations, listed individually by each section below, are contained on the DVDs included with the course.

Goals:
· To develop a greater understanding of how some of the top coaches in the basketball profession are staying ahead of the competition – both on and off the court; 

· To reflect on who you are, as a coach, and to examine how you can help your team reach its utmost potential;

· To analyze the communicative and personality traits of successful basketball coaches; 

· To understand different coaching/strategic concepts that are being; utilized in today’s basketball environment at some of the highest levels

· To share ideas, concerns and methods of coaching from coaches with varying experience and backgrounds.

Objectives:
· Analyzing instructional videos made by some of the nation’s top coaches;

· Reading relevant chapters of the course text book – “Multiple Offense and Defense” by Dean Smith;

· Critiquing coaching methods and communication styles of successful coaches;

· Researching current topics in the coaching profession;

· Expressing your own beliefs and experiences through various written assignments;

· Synthesizing your learning from class materials in a final “Personal Review.

Replay Questions are the first series of questions in each section, and they are based on the readings and video presentations.  In the course outline (pp. 5-6) you will find listed the readings and video presentations upon which these questions will be based.

Reflective Questions are the second series of questions in each section, and are based on applying ideas to your specific coaching circumstances.  

You are encouraged to follow this sequence in using course materials:

1.  Read the instructions for each module in this Study Guide, noting the learning objectives and the related questions at the end of each module;


2.  View the corresponding videos and read the assigned text readings, taking detailed notes on each presentation;


3.  Complete the corresponding assignments in the Study Guide 

Evaluation Criteria:   Our graders assess your work based on your ability to thoughtfully reflect on the presentations of "Basketball Coaching 401," and to apply those concepts to your specific needs and resources.  Points are awarded based on your ability to respond with insight, clarity and precision, to respond in relevant illustrative detail, and to write competently at the graduate level. 

The eight sections and final project for “Basketball Coaching 401" are worth a total of 300 points, based on your responses to the reflection and replay questions for each of the eight sections. Your final letter grade corresponds with the following percentages of total points earned:

    A 90 – 100%        B  80 - 89%       C 70 - 79%      D 60 - 69%       F  59% and lower
